DEC. 3]                     ST FRANCIS XAVIER, C.

the departure of their apostle; and the King of Saxuma, moved by their
edifying conduct, became again the protector of our holy religion. At
Firando, Xavier baptized more infidels in twenty days than he had done
at Cangoxima in a whole year. These converts he left under the care of
one of the Jesuits that accompanied him, and set out for Meaco with one
Jesuit and two Japanese Christians. They went by sea to Facata, and from
thence embarked for Amanguchi, the capital of the kingdom of Naugato,
famous for the richest silver mines in Japan. Our saint preached here in
public, and before the king and his court; but the Gospel at that time took
no root in this debauched city, the number which the saint gained there
being inconsiderable, though a single soul is, indeed, a great acquisition.

Xavier, having made above a month's abode at Amanguchi and gathered
small fruit of his labours except affronts, continued his journey towards
Meaco with his three companions. It was towards the end of December,
and the four servants of God suffered much on the road from heavy rains,
great drifts of snow, pinching cold, torrents, and hideous mountains and
forests; and they travelled barefoot. In passing through towns and
villages, Xavier was accustomed to read some part of his catechism to the
people and to preach. Not finding a proper word in the Japanese language
to express the sovereign Deity, and fearing lest the idolaters should con-
found God with some of their idols, he told them that never having had
any knowledge of the true infinite God, they were not able to express his
name, but that the Portuguese called him Deos; and this word he repeated
with so much action and such a tone of voice, that he made even the pagans
sensible what veneration is due to that sacred name. In two several towns
he narrowly escaped being stoned for speaking against the gods of the
country. He arrived at Meaco, with his companions, in February 1551*
The Dairi, Cubosama, and Saso (or high priest) then kept their court
there; but the saint could not procure an audience even of the Saso with-
out paying for that honour a hundred thousand caixes, which amount to
six hundred French crowns, a sum which he had not to give. A civil
war, kindled against the Cubosama, filled the city with such tumults and
alarms that Xavier saw it to be impossible to do any good there at that
time, and after a fortnight's stay returned to Amanguchi. Perceiving that
he was rejected at court upon the account of his mean appearance, he
bought a rich suit and hired two or three servants; and in this equipage
waited on the king, to whom he made a present of a little striking-clock
and some other things. Thus he obtained his protection, &nd preached
with such fruit that he baptized three thousand persons In that city, with
whom he left two Jesuits who were his companions, te give the* finishing
to their Instruction. At Amanguchi Gad restored to St Francis the gift
of tongues \ for he preached often to the Chinese merchants who traded
there in their mother-tongue, which he had never learned.
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